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alone, ignorant though we be of the existence
of anything at all analogous in the domain of
science, that does seem to be putting out of court
the existence of a God, and that of course would
be atheism, or tantamount to it.

To illustrate my meaning I have taken the
particular phenomenon of the first appearance of
life upon the earth. I have called it a pheno-
menon for the sake of giving it a name; but it
is not of course that in the strict sense of the
word, inasmuch as it is not anything presented to
our observation, but an inference from things that
are; an inference, the scientific grounds of which
are so strong, that we may be pardoned for speak-
ing of it as a phenomenon. In order to avoid
interruption in what I wished to explain, I have
tacitly supposed that the only alternative lay be-
tween referring the origin of life on earth to a
creative. act and supposing that living things, or
at least some form of life, arose by natural causes
from dead matter. But having chosen this par-
ticular illustration I wish to say a few words in
reference to a suggestion which has been thrown
out, which would refer the first appearance of life
on earth to neither of what I have been treating
as the sole alternatives.

In his presidential address at the meeting of the
British Association in this city in 1871, Sir William